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Greetings

Thank you very much for attending our Foundation’s concert
this evening.

It has been 24 years since Nippon Music Foundation
launched the Instrument Loan Project in 1994 to make
greater contributions towards the field of classical music.
The Foundation has now come to own 19 Stradivarius and
2 Guarneri del Gesu and loans them gratis to internationally
active musicians and young promising musicians regardless
of their nationalities. It is the Foundation’s another essential
pillar to maintain these precious instruments in good
condition for future generations.

We would like to take this opportunity to express our sincere
gratitude to The Nippon Foundation for their generous
support to make our activities possible.

Tonight, we present the Quartetto di Cremona, formed
in 2000 in Cremona, northern city of Italy, where the
legendary violinmaker Antonio Stradivari lived. The Quartet
has established a reputation as one of the most exciting
chamber ensembles on the international stage and also has
been active as an ambassador of Stradivari Foundation of
Cremona. The Quartet has been playing the Stradivarius
"Paganini Quartet" on loan from our Foundation since last
September.

The pianist Yu Kosuge joins for Schumann’s piano quintet.
Recognized as one of the most distinguished young pianists,
she has performed with Charles Dutoit, Seiji Ozawa, Berlin
Symphony Orchestra and Frankfurt Radio Symphony
Orchestra among others.

We hope that you will enjoy their performances.



Program
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Ludwig van Beethoven (1770 — 1827)

KX ESEdh 55 8 F K1EHA F& 59-2
String Quartet No. 8 in E minor Op. 59 No. 2 (1806)
I. Allegro Il. Molto Adagio
Ill. Allegretto IV. Finale. Presto

(#3093)

ONWbk - Ya2-2Y
Robert Schumann (1810 — 1856)

E7 ./ hE%dh ZRRA F& 44
Piano Quintet in E-flat major Op. 44 (1842)
I. Allegro brillante
Il. In modo d'una marcia. Un poco largamente
lll. Scherzo: Molto vivace
IV. Finale: Allegro ma non troppo

(#3093)
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Cristiano Gualco

Beethoven’s String Quartet No. 8 is one of the three
Razumovsky quartets that | love the most and my favourite



among all Beethoven quartets. After two strong and dramatic
chords to begin with, the music suddenly pauses. Everything
after that happens as if it were the description of a stream of
consciousness such as the last episode of “Ulysses” written
by James Joyce. Needless to say, Beethoven wrote the
music more than 100 years earlier. Beethoven takes us to
so many different states of mind. Particularly the second
movement, where he indicated to the musicians how to play
it, “con molto di sentimento” (with a lot of sentiment), brings
the audience and the ensemble to a more intimate and
personal level. The ending of the piece is stormy and
virtuosic although light for the most part. It takes a dark turn
towards the end, going back to the obsessive and dramatic
character of its very beginning. Beethoven and his string
quartets are the groundbreaking figures in the history of
music just as Stradivari took a leap forward at his time in the
field of violinmaking. Both of them still unparalleled.

Schumann's Quintet Op. 44 was also groundbreaking
considering no one had virtually composed pieces for piano
and string quartet before this. There had been compositions
only for piano, violin, viola, cello and double bass as in the
famous Schubert’s Trout. The quintet was dedicated to
Schumann’s wife Clara, who played this piece many times
in her life. The piece, except for the more profound and
introverted slow movement, demonstrates great joy, full of
life and positivity. Through the centuries, it became one of
the most played pieces in the chamber music repertoire.
Strangely enough, Schumann once asked Clara to be
substituted by a male pianist for this piece, insisting that "a
man understands that better." Still, the Quartetto di Cremona
does not agree with Schumann on this and is very happy to
play it with Mrs. Kosuge.
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Stradivarius “Paganini Quartet”
1680 Violin 1727 Violin
1731 Viola 1736 Cello

PURZA-ZREZTa97Y (1644 ~1737) B4EICELD
B CTHBASNICO 7T Y RE BRT6 Y FOBED
WoNTWB, COOPITY REEDT DTHY, 19 i
DIESNBTPA AU ZX ~, Z30-NHZ—= (1782 ~
1840) MPIBL TV ETEBRTHD. BABEUD
(F 1994 F(CP AU A - DY D.C.OI—ITVEM
BLUCDO7 VT Y b EBALIC, BEMEBICCDS 7L
TYREFBLICKBEOPVF -E- 95 —0KADERE
SHHE. BYPE4EEBICEY FELTREERDICES
LT3,

This is one of the only six sets of quartet compiled with
Antonio Stradivari’s (1644-1737) instruments known to exist
today. All the instruments of this quartet were once owned by
Niccold Paganini (1782-1840) a legendary violinist during the
19th century. Nippon Music Foundation acquired this quartet
from the Corcoran Gallery of Arts in Washington, D.C. in 1994
and loans them as a set succeeding the will of Madam Anna
E. Clark who donated the quartet to the Corcoran Gallery.
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Quartetto di Cremona

Cristiano Gualco, 1st violin
Paolo Andreoli, 2nd violin
Simone Gramasglia, viola
Giovanni Scaglione, cello

Formed in 2000, the Quartetto di Cremona has established
a reputation as one of the most exciting chamber ensembles
on the international stage. They are also considered as
the true heir of the great Quartetto Italiano (1945-1980)
for their interpretive artistry. They regularly perform at the
most important festivals and concerts across Europe, South
America, the United States and Asia. They are also a regular
feature on radio and television broadcasts around the world
performing their extensive repertoire which ranges from early
Haydn to contemporary music. Their complete recording
of Beethoven’s quartets received international recognition
from the very first volume released in 2013, among which
the volume VIl released in 2017 won the prestigious ECHO
Klassik Award. Since 2011, the quartet has been directing
the master’s program for professional and advanced string
quartets at their alma mater, Accademia Walter Stauffer
in Cremona. They also serve as an ambassador for the
Stradivari Foundation’s “Friends of Stradivari” project in
Cremona. In 2015, they were awarded honorary citizenship
of the city of Cremona for their contribution towards the city.

They have been playing the Stradivarius “Paganini Quartet”
on loan from Nippon Music Foundation since September
2017.
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Yu Kosuge (piano)

With her superlative technique, sensitivity of touch and
profound understanding of the music she plays, Yu Kosuge
has become one of the world’s most noted young pianists.
Recent highlights include performing at the Salzburg Festival
2010 with Philippe Herreweghe and Camerata Salzburg,
which won critical acclaim, the USA tour 2012 with Thierry
Fischer and Camerata Salzburg playing all eight Piano
Concertos by Mozart between No. 20 and No. 27. In 2013,
Yu Kosuge made her debut in Vienna by serving as soloist
in Mozart’'s Piano Concerto No. 9 “Jeunehomme” for Vienna
Chamber Orchestra led by Joji Hattori. Yu Kosuge also made
her stunning London debut, giving a recital at the Wigmore
Hall. From 2010 to 2015, Yu Kosuge successfully gave a
long recital series in both Tokyo and Osaka (eight concerts in
each city), performing the integral cycle of Beethoven Piano
Sonatas, before launching “Beethoven MO-DE” (Pilgrimage
to Beethoven), her original concert series to perform all the
composer’s works written for piano including chamber pieces
and songs. Currently she has been performing her new recital
series named “Four Elements”. Each of four planned concerts
features a unique elemental theme of water, fire, air or earth.
Recently Yu Kosuge finished her long recording project of
Beethoven’s 32 Sonatas with Sony. Amongst numerous
awards, she received the 48th Suntory Music Award.
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http://www.nmf.or.jp Email:info@nmf.or.jp





