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Makoto Kobayashi
Chairman, Nippon Music Foundation

Thank you very much for attending “Ji Young Lim Violin
Recital” this evening.

In 1994 commemorating the 20th anniversary, Nippon
Music Foundation launched the “Instrument Loan Project”
through which the Foundation has strived to make
international contributions. The Foundation now owns 18
Stradivarius and 2 Guarneri del Gesu, and loans them gratis
to internationally active musicians and young promising
musicians regardless of their nationalities.

In 1997, the Foundation slated the Stradivarius 1708 Violin
“Huggins” to the grand prize winners of the Queen
Elisabeth International Music Competition in Belgium. The
Foundation hopes to assist the winners at the final “leap”
stage of becoming the world class musicians during the
crucial period after the competition.

Tonight, we are happy to present the grand prize winner of
this competition, Ji Young Lim, for the first time in Japan
after winning this May. Although many of the winners of
international competitions have studied in Europe or the
United States, Ji Young has studied the violin in her native
Korea. She is pursuing her study at Korea National
University of Arts in Seoul under Prof. Nam Yun Kim, the
most distinguished teacher in the field of violin education in
Korea.

The pianist Ayako Toba is active as an official pianist to
many international competitions and recitals. Graduated
from Tokyo University of the Arts, she had served as an
assistant pianist to the late Prof. Janos Starker of Indiana
University, the world-renowned cellist and an honourary
member of our Foundation’s Instrument Loan Committee.

We would like to take this opportunity to express our
sincere gratitude to The Nippon Foundation for their
generous support to make Nippon Music Foundation’s
activities possible.
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Edvard Hagerup Grieg (1843-1907)
DrAXIY VTR E3E )\GHE EDA5
Violin Sonata No.3 in C minor, Op.45 (1887)

I. Allegro molto ed appassionato
Il. Allegretto espressivo alla Romanza
Ill. Con brio. Allegro precipitato

(#9257

ANRR-TS5—LR
Johannes Brahms (1833-1897)
DrPAXY - VFAR E2E ARFA ER100
Sonata for Violin and Piano No.2 in A major, Op.100 (1886)

I. Allegro amabile
Il. Andante tranquillo — Vivace
Ill. Allegretto grazioso (quasi andante)

(#92093)

ATR— DI\
Jend Hubay (1858-1937)

TIVAVC LD ERGWIEH 1ERS FE3F
R EC—EEBANRS [HIVAV] KU
Carmen, Fantasie Brillante, Op.3, No.3 (1876)

After Bizet’s Opera “Carmen”

(#9109
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About Tonight’s Recital
Ji Young Lim

It is a great pleasure and honour to meet you tonight. Through
my performance, | hope | can relate to you the love and
passion | have for music. All three great pieces in the program
remind me how unforgettable and unbelievable year | am
having so far.

The first piece is “Violin Sonata No. 3” by Grieg, a Norwegian
composer and a pianist. The second piece is “Sonata for
Violin and Piano No. 2” by Brahms, who is my favourite
composer | have the utmost respect for. The last piece is
“Carmen: Fantasie Brillante” arranged by Jend Hubay. It is
very charming and dramatic as if reflecting my recent life.

You may have listened to Grieg’s Sonata many times already.
This piece was written and premiered in 1887 and is the most
famous piece among his three sonatas. Grieg himself said
that this piece would prove his musical improvement and
make him feel most proud of. This piece shows his unique
style and gives me the image of dreary winter landscape in
northern Europe, just like his life and personality. The second
movement is especially attractive. The emotional melodies
lead us to the old and vague memories of his past. | deeply
love this part of the sonata.



Brahms’ Sonata No. 2 is also one of the most popular
sonatas. His all three violin sonatas mean a lot to me
personally as | always feel they are more than just music but
my own belief and philosophy. Tonight, | would like to share
with you particularly Sonata No. 2 which is considered to be
the most lyrical of the three. It was written when Brahms was
spending the summer of 1886 in Thun, Switzerland. He found
himself so invigorated by the beautiful surroundings and its
congenial atmosphere, so full of melodies. There is no doubt
that this work reflects those rich melodies and joyful moods
he felt. The mood of this sonata resembles my present life in
early 20’s.

Lastly, | will play the “Carmen: Fantasie Brillante” arranged by
Jend Hubay. The original work is the opera by Bizet, but Bizet
himself and some other composers such as Sarasate and
Waxman loved to arrange it into their own style. The
arrangement by Hubay is rarely performed, and in fact, |
came upon this work just recently. Between the three
different arrangements for violin, | chose Hubay’s because it
is the only work that includes some of the scenes of the
opera that the other two do not include. | do hope you will
enjoy his arrangement very much.

I must also tell you about the instrument | am playing. From
the moment | met and received the Stradivarius “Huggins”
dated 1708 after winning the Queen Elisabeth Competition in
May 2015, | fell completely in love with this instrument. | have
already found that it gives the most precious and ceaseless
inspiration to my performance. To me, the “Huggins” is my
other voice which speaks to you as | perform. It will convey
my love towards music and my passion for this profession.
Therefore, | would like to express my sincere appreciation to
Nippon Music Foundation for giving me the great opportunity
to play this wonderful Stradivarius “Huggins”.

| truly hope you will enjoy listening to my stories through the
“Huggins” tonight.
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Winner of the 2015 Queen Elisabeth International Violin
Competition in Belgium. As part of the prize, Ji Young Lim
has a four-year loan of the Stradivarius 1708 Violin
“Huggins” from Nippon Music Foundation. Born in Seoul in
1995, Ji Young started the violin at the age of seven. She
studied at Korea National Institute for the Gifted in Arts and
is further pursuing her study at Korea National University of
Arts under Prof. Nam Yun Kim. She won the first prize at
the 2013 Euroasia International Competition in Japan and
also received a number of prizes at international
competitions including the Indianapolis, the Montreal
International, the Henri Marteau. Already active
internationally, she had toured in Japan, the U.S., Canada,
Germany, Switzerland and other European countries. She
has also been invited to international music festivals where
she performed with famous violinist-conductors such as
Maxim Vengerov, Joel Smirnoff, and Koichiro Harada. In the
2015-16 season, she will be performing at many
international concert tours organized by the Queen
Elisabeth International Violin Competition.
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Ayako Toba (piano)
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Graduate of Tokyo University of the Arts, Ayako Toba
further pursued her study at Indiana University. During this
period, she served as an assistant pianist to Janos Starker
and as a co-pianist of Tsuyoshi Tsutsumi at his recitals. She
has also performed many concerts including the Millennium
Concert at Kennedy Terrace Theater (Washington D.C.) by
the recommendation of Indiana University. After returning to
Japan in 2006, she has been active mainly as a
collaborative pianist at recitals, competitions and music
seminars both in Japan and abroad. Her engagements as
an official accompanist include the International Summer
Academy Mozarteum Salzburg 2012 and the Gaspar
Cassado International Violincello Competition 2013 to name
a few. She has been serving as a pianist for masterclasses
conducted by Miriam Fried, Oleh Krysa, Pierre Amoyal and
Federico Agostini. Since 2009, she has been working at
Tokyo University of the Arts as a performing lecturer of the
Strings Instruments Department and the Conducting
Department.
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Nippon Music Foundation and
The Queen Elisabeth International Music Competition

Nippon Music Foundation has been loaning the Stradivarius
1708 Violin “Huggins” to the grand prize winners of the The
Queen Elisabeth International Music Competition, Belgium
since 1997. The “Huggins” has taken prominent role in
supporting international careers of the past winners and
further development of the Competition.

[EB¥ Grand Prize Winners

1997 54 - XFAH— Nikolaj Znider

2001 NAN-RHUF Baiba Skride

2005 T4 - NFrhn') P Sergey Khachatryan
2009 L1 -Fzv Ray Chen

2012 PrRLA-NZ—/7 Andrey Baranov
2015 A L-Y3Y (&) Ji Young Lim

© Bernard Juncker
20154 BE KD F - Award Ceremony in 2015
ZH5 BRASRMEREREENF YFIURER, 1L -Y3IVK
From left: Ms. Kazuko Shiomi, President of Nippon Music Foundation; Her
Majesty Queen Mathilde; Ms. Ji Young Lim.
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Stradivarius 1708 Violin “Huggins”
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This violin was once owned by the famous luthier, Nicolas
Vuillaume. Around 1880, it was acquired by an English
astronomer, Sir William Huggins (1824-1910) from the
Emperor of Austria via W.E.Hill & Sons, hence the name
“Huggins”. This violin was made during the “Golden period”
of violinmaking of Antonio Stradivari (1644-1737), the most
illustrious stringed instrument maker in the history. Nippon
Music Foundation acquired this well-preserved violin in
1995.
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