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Makoto Kobayashi
Chairman, Nippon Music Foundation

Thank you very much for attending the “Danjulo Ishizaka &
Markus Schirmer Duo Concert”.

It is over 15 years since Nippon Music Foundation started
the “Acquisition and Loan of Stringed Instruments” project, one of the
Foundation’s main pillars of activities. The Foundation has now come
to own 19 Stradivarius and 2 Guarneri del Gesu, and as a custodian
of the world cultural assets, maintains these precious instruments
for future generations and loans them gratis to young promising
musicians regardless of their nationalities.

Tonight we present the concert by Danjulo Ishizaka, who
plays the Stradivarius 1696 cello “Lord Aylesford”. He was the first
prize winner of the renowned ARD Music Competition in Munich
in 2001. He has been performing with the finest orchestras of the
world and has established a distinguished position among the world’s
foremost young musicians.

The pianist Markus Schirmer has been building his
international career as a soloist and as a chamber musician while
bringing young talents to the world of music at the University of
Music and Performing Arts Graz, Austria.

The program today was selected from Beethoven’s works,
which Danjulo and Markus have been working together as an
important theme of their chamber music project. They are good
friends and both are from the places where the great composer was
born and lived, Germany and Austria respectively.

We would like to take this opportunity to express our sincere
gratitude to The Nippon Foundation for their generous support to
make this concert possible.
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Danjulo Ishizaka
Markus Schirmer

We have been good friends for many years and value each
other artistically and personally. We feel closely bound together
musically by a common set of artistic ideals, including a humble,
but not debilitating, respect for the great composers. We express this
in an approach to their works that is well-founded, yet also avoids
being overly mannered or contrived. Intensive intellectual analysis
of the material — especially style and form — but also a surety of taste
are important criteria for us when preparing and interpreting musical
masterpieces. Having so much in common awakens in us the desire to
set sail for uncharted chamber musical waters together again and again
— in larger ensembles, but especially as a duo. It has become clear
to us that we have very similar sensibilities, tastes and that we, in a
certain sense, “breathe” together artistically.

In 2008, we played Beethoven’s early G-minor sonata
together for the first time and met with great success at Nikolaus
Harnoncourt’s STYRIARTE Festival, the Lucerne Festival and
London’s Wigmore Hall. This is the very piece with which the
entire genre of music for cello and piano began, and this music, both
uplifting and sobering, wouldn’t let us go. The fact that we come from
the German Rhineland and Austria respectively — where Beethoven
lived and worked — is a further emotional tie that binds us to his
music. It became clear to us that we wanted more of it, more of this
incredible, ground-breaking music — epochal and innovative beyond
compare.

Created over the course of a long and full life, Beethoven’s
music contains within it nearly every emotion of the human condition:



exuberant joy, frantic doubt, rage, mourning, calm, wild exhilaration
and deep warmth. In these masterpieces — pioneering compositions for
both the cello and for Beethoven’s beloved piano — two equal partners
have to come to grips with his manifold original ideas, feelings and
internal conflicts. Once the challenge was clearly formulated in our
minds, our artistic curiosity would not let us turn back. For tonight’s
concert we liked to present for you an overview over the entire Oeuvre
within a rather short time frame. As a result we chose to perform a
set of Variations and one Sonata each of the three periods that are
represented by Beethoven’s work for cello and piano.

We are very excited about this artistic challenge and are
thrilled to be able to share this captivating musical adventure together
with our audience.

©C. Jungwirth



All Beethoven Program

W—bTAe - TrY  R=p=Fz¥
Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827)

[ BANDPLED 12K D 120881~ TES 66(1796)
(E=Y7NVF THEHIED)
Twelve Variations in F major, Op. 66 on the theme “A Girl or
a Little Wife” from Mozart’s Opera “The Magic Flute”

FxzuavFy NEH Ea 102 5 1 (1815)
Cello Sonata in C major, Op. 102 No. 1

I Andante

II  Allegro vivace

III  Adagio-Tempo d’Andante
IV Allegro Allegro vivace

Fxzuavtsy ARH 69 B1EEE WK (1807-1808)
Cello Sonata in A major, Op. 69

I Allegro ma non tanto (Early version)

FzuvFs  MREEH fEWS5 52l (1796)
Cello Sonata in G minor, Op. 5 No. 2

I Adagio sostenuto e espressivo
I Allegro molto piti tosto presto
III  Rondo Allegro
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Danjulo Ishizaka (cello)

Born to a Japanese father and a German mother in Bonn, Germany in
1979, Danjulo Ishizaka received his first cello lessons at the age of
four. He studied with Hans Christian Schweiker in Cologne and Boris
Pergamenschikow at the Hans Eisler Music School in Berlin.

He was the first prize winner of the International Gaspar Cassado
Cello Competition in 1998 and of the renowned ARD Music
Competition in Munich in 2001. He also was the recipient of the
Grand Prize at the Grand Prix Emanuel Feuermann in 2002.

His appearance with the Vienna Symphony with Krzysztof Pendereck
in 2003 was acclaimed internationally, since then he has performed
with notable orchestras including the Leipzig Gewandhaus Orchestra,
the Radio Sinfonie Orchestra Frankfurt and the Royal Philharmonic
Orchestra under the baton of conductors such as Sir Andrew Davis,
Christoph Eschenbach and Mustislav Rostropovich. Alongside his
activites as a soloist, he performed with such great musicians as Gidon
Kremer, Tabea Zimmermann and Julia Fischer. He is regularly invited
to perform at renowned music festivals such as The BBC Proms, the
Salzburg Easter Festival and Verbier Festival.

His debut CD of sonatas by Mendelssohn, Britten and Franck won
Germany’s prestigious ECHO Klassik Award 2006 for New Artist
of the Year. In the same year he was also chosen for BBC Radio 3’s
renowned “New Generation Artists Scheme”.

Danjulo Ishizaka performs on the Stradivarius 1696 cello “Lord
Aylesford” on loan from Nippon Music Foundation.
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Markus Schirmer (piano)

Born in Graz, Austria, Markus Schirmer studied with Rudolf Kehrer,
Karl-Heinz Kammerling, Paul Badura-Skoda and Doris Wolf. He
has performed with orchestras including the Vienna Philharmonic
Orchestra, the English Chamber Orchestra, Orchestre de la Suisse
Romande, the Czech Philharmonic Orchestra, the Finnish Radio
Symphony Orchestra and the Tokyo Symphony Orchestra with
conductors including Valery Gergiev, Sir Neville Marriner, Yehudi
Menuhin, Sir Charles Mackerras and Fabio Luisi. He has participated
in the Rheingau Musik Festival, the Lucerne Festival and the Ruhr
Piano Festival. In collaboration with the American singer Helen
Schneider, he has presented his own adaptation of Kurt Weill’s “The
Seven Deadly Sins”. His artistic diversity has been highly appreciated
and he was awarded the Music Manual Award at the Euromusic
International Music Convention and the Karl Bohm Interpretation
Prize, one of Austria’s most prestigious awards. He is a professor at
the University of Music and Performing Arts Graz and serves as a
juror in many international piano competitions.
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Antonio Stradivarius 1696 Cello “Lord Aylesford”
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This cello was once owned by a well-known amateur player, Lord
Aylesford of England, hence its name “Lord Aylesford”. Lord
Aylesford acquired this cello in early 1780s from the famous Italian
violinist Felice de Giardini (1716-1796) and it was retained in the
Aylesford family for almost 100 years. In 1946 this cello passed
into the hands of the world renowned cellist Gregor Piatigorsky
(1903-1976) in Philadelphia. During the years between 1950 and
1965, internationally acclaimed cellist, Janos Starker (1924-), played
this cello in numerous concerts and made 35 recordings.
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