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Greetings

Since 1994, commemorating its 20th anniversary, Nippon 
Music Foundation launched the Instrument Loan Project 
through which the Foundation strived to make international 
contributions. Receiving a grant from The Nippon Foundation,  
we acquired the top quality stringed instruments such as 
Stradivarius to loan them gratis to the musicians regardless 
of their nationalities. We also act as a custodian and take 
care of insurance and maintenance of these cultural assets 
to maintain them to the future generation. 

Most recently, the Foundation received a generous donation 
from Mr. and Mrs. Okamoto. Together with the grant from 
The Nippon Foundation, this donation allowed us to welcome 
Stradivarius 1735 Violin “Samazeuilh” to our collection. With 
“Samazeuilh”, we now own 19 Stradivarius and 2 Guarneri 
del Gesu. We would like to express our sincere gratitude to 
both Mr. and Mrs. Okamoto and The Nippon Foundation. We 
intend to deliver the beautiful sound of these instruments.

Tonight, we present violinist Alina Pogostkina, who plays the 
Foundation’s Stradivarius 1717 Violin “Sasserno”. Born in St. 
Petersburg, she received first violin lessons from her father 
at four and went on to study under Antje Weithaas at the 
Hans Eisler Music School in Berlin. She won the first prize 
at the 2005 International Sibelius Competition and has been 
building a successful career.

The pianist is Eri Hayashi, who is a graduate of the Toho 
Gakuen School of Music and accompanist of its string 
department. She won the Best Accompanist Prize for the 
Cello Section of the International Tchaikovsky Competition 
in 1986. She has frequently appeared at the Foundation’s 
concerts, all of which were very well received.

We hope that you will enjoy their performances.
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PROGRAM

ヨハネス・ブラームス
F.A.E. ソナタよりスケルツォ

Johannes Brahms
Scherzo from ‘F. A. E.’ Sonata

（6 min）

ヴォルフガング・アマデウス・モーツァルト
ヴァイオリン・ソナタ 変ロ長調 K.454

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
Violin Sonata in B Flat Major, K.454 

I.  Largo - Allegro
II. Andante
III. Allegretto

(10 min)

エドヴァルド・グリーグ
ヴァイオリン・ソナタ 第 2 番 ト長調 作品13

Edvard Grieg
Violin Sonata No.2 in G Major, Op.13

I.  Lento doloroso - Allegro vivace
II. Allegretto tranquillo
III. Allegro animato

(21 min)
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you can already hear the personality and very own style of 
Brahms in his composition although he was very young at 
this point. It is a combination of a huge longing, a big love and 
sensuality. And it is the strictness of form and the resistance of 
all these feelings, not quite allowing them to flow freely and 
therefore intensifying them in the music. There is not much I 
love as deeply as the music of Brahms, it is free from vanity 
and superficiality and there is depth to expression in almost 
every note.

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756 - 1791)  
Violin Sonata in B Flat Major, K.454 (1784)  

This sonata was written for the Italian violinist Regina 
Strinasacchi who performed it together with the composer  
himself, sight-reading the music that he had just finished 
the night before the concert. I changed my attitude towards 
Mozart after I studied Baroque violin with Reinhard Goebel. It 
changed the way I hear and play music in general, but Mozart 
is a composer I completely rediscovered. I understood that 
there is so much purity in it, but also so much drama from 
the stage of opera. He was an opera composer and you can 
hear that throughout all his compositions. There are different 
characters interacting with each other, there are dramatic and 
sudden scene changes. But the beauty of his melodies are out 
of this world and when played with the modesty and simplicity 
that this music needs, they reveal themselves as something 
absolute divine and unexplainable.

Edvard Grieg (1843 - 1907)  
Violin Sonata No.2 in G Major, Op.13 (1867)  

I love Norway, it is maybe my most favourite country with its 
magical landscape and colourful traditions. You can hear all that  
in Grieg’s music since he is so inseparable from his culture.
This specific sonata was written in Grieg’s honeymoon and I 
love how joyful it sounds. His own teacher told him after the 
premiere that the sonata was too Norwegian. Grieg replied, 
that the next one would be even more Norwegian. I agree 
that it cannot sound too Norwegian when it comes to Grieg!
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ストラディヴァリウス 1717 年製ヴァイオリン
「サセルノ」

Stradivarius 1717 Violin “Sasserno”

1845 年からフランスのサセルノ伯爵が所有していたことか
らこの名前で呼ばれている。1894 年にはヴァイオリン奏者
のオットー・ペイニガーが所有し、その後にイギリスで有名
な醸造所を所有していたピカリング・フィップスの手に渡っ
た。1906 年にはイギリスの産業資本家ヘンリー・サマーズ
が所有し、それ以後 90 年以上にわたり同家で大切に保管さ
れていたため、製作時のままのニスが多く残っており保存状
態が非常に優れている。

The name of this violin was taken from Comte de Sasserno, 
a French owner in 1845. In 1894, it was acquired by a 
violinist Otto Peiniger, who in turn sold it to Pickering Phipps, 
owner of a well-known brewery in England. In 1906, this 
violin was passed into the hands of an English industrialist 
Henry Summers and was well-preserved in his family over 90 
years.

Photo by S. Yokoyama




