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Greetings

Thank you very much for attending “Suyoen Kim Violin
Recital” this evening.

In 1994 commemorating the 20th anniversary, Nippon Music
Foundation launched the “Instrument Loan Project” through
which the Foundation has strived to make international
contributions. The Foundation now owns 18 Stradivarius and
2 Guarneri del Gesu, and loans them gratis to internationally
active musicians and young promising musicians regardless
of their nationalities. We would like to take this opportunity to
express our sincere gratitude to The Nippon Foundation for
their generous support to make our activities possible.

Tonight, we present Ms. Suyoen Kim who has been playing
the Stradivarius 1702 Violin “Lord Newlands” since January
2015. Born in Munster, Germany, she started violin at age
five and continued studying with Prof. Ana Chumachenco
at the University of Music and Performing Arts Munich as
well as at Kronberg Academy. The pianist is Ms. Yumiko
Urabe who brings young talents to the world of music
together with Prof. Chumachenco at the University. She has
collaborated with the foremost soloists and students of Prof.
Chumachenco including Lisa Batiashvili and Arabella Miho
Steinbacher at our Foundation’s concerts.

This past May, Suyoen performed J.S. Bach’s all six sonatas
and partitas for solo violin and made great success at the
LG Arts Center in Seoul. Tonight, she will perform the last
suit, Partita No.3 from this set. We hope you will enjoy her
performance.
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Violin Sonata No.3 in E-flat major, Op.12-3 (1798)
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Ill. Rondo: Allegro molto
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J.S. Bach is the German composer in the Baroque period. At
the time he composed “Sonatas and Partitas for solo violin”,
35-year-old Bach served as the music director of the court of
Koéthen, dedicating concertos and chamber music to the
Prince Leopold, who loved music. This set is the 6-piece
work consisting of 3 sonatas and 3 partitas. It is considered
as the all-time classics of solo violin repertoires and known
for its highly demanding technique and expression, making it
challenging for violinists. “Partita” is a suite for solo instrument
composed during the 17th and 18th centuries, which
incorporated the element of dance music. Later, the striking
prelude at the very beginning of this Partita No.3 was directly
incorporated into Ysaye’s solo violin sonata. Three of the
seven movements were also arranged for solo piano by
Rachmaninoff.
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Beethoven is one of the greatest composers in Germany. In
1792, 22-year-old Beethoven arrived in Vienna, the city that
was to be his home for the rest of his life. He studied under
Franz Joseph Haydn, Antonio Salieri and other renowned
composers. Salieri, who was then the Austrian Imperial
Kapellmeister, generously offered free tuition to poor young
musicians, and Beethoven was one of those pupils who
learned composition of vocal music from him. Beethoven
composed his first violin sonata in 1798 and completed 10
violin sonatas in his life. The first three including this Sonata
No.3 were dedicated to Salieri. These early sonatas are
considered to be much influenced by Mozart, who was also a
pupil of Salieri. However, Sonata No.3 shows the beginning
of Beethoven’s innovative composition style.
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French composer, Saint-Saéns was also known as an organist
and pianist. He was another child prodigy along with Mozart,
and played the piano at age two and composed his first
work at age three. His talent was not limited to music; he
also became renowned as an astronomer, mathematician
and poet in later years. This piece was written for Spanish
virtuoso violinist, Pablo de Sarasate in 1863. Originally
composed for violin and orchestra, this work was arranged
for violin and piano by Georges Bizet, who is famous for his
opera “Carmen”. This work has popular Spanish melody and
demands finesse of technique. Ever since Sarasate performed it
throughout Europe, many violinists play this work and include
it in their repertoires as an essential piece.
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SUYOEN KIM (violin)

Suyoen Kim was born in Miunster, Germany in 1987. She
received her first violin lesson at the age of five and went on
to study at the University of Music Detmold, Miinster Campus
under Helge Slaatto. After having obtained her master’s
degree in 2010 at the University of Music and Performing
Arts Munich under Ana Chumachenco, she participated in
the Further Masters Studies at the Kronberg Academy until
2012. As her talent has already drawn international attention
in her early years, she was referred as a "brand new world
star" by Danish "The Jutland Post" in 2003. In the same year,
she won the first prize as well as the audience award and the
prize for the best interpretation of Contemporary Music at the
Leopold Mozart International Violin Competition. She was
also the first prize winner of the Joseph Joachim International
Violin Competition, Hannover in 2006.

She has performed with internationally acclaimed conductors
such as Kurt Masur, Eliahu Inbal, Myung-Whun Chung and
Andris Nelsons. Also as a passionate chamber musician, she
recently performed with renowned musicians such as Marta
Argerich, Yuri Bashmet and Myung-Whun Chung.

Her first album of Hartmann's "Concerto funebre" with the
Bavarian Chamber Philharmonic Orchestra and Pietari
Inkinen was recommended by BBC Radio 3 as the best
available recording of this concerto. Her latest recording
of Beethoven’s violin concerto and the two Romances was
released by Deutsche Grammophon in March 2016.

She has been playing the Stradivarius 1702 Violin “Lord
Newlands” on loan from Nippon Music Foundation since
January 2015.
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Yumiko Urabe (piano)
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Yumiko Urabe studied with Toshiko Katsutani and Hiroshi
Tamura at the Tokyo University of the Arts and with Klaus
Schilde at the University of Music and Performing Arts
Munich. She is a laureate of competitions such as Citta' di
Marsala (Italy), José lturbi (Spain), GPA Dublin (Ireland)
and Hindemith (Germany). She has been a korrepetitor of
instrumental classes at the University of Music and
Performing Arts Munich since 1988 and became a professor
in 2006. As a chamber musician, she has performed with Ana
Chumachenco and Lisa Batiashvili among others. She has
been an official accompanist of the ARD Music Competition,
the Leopold Mozart International Violin Competition and the
Kronberg Academy. She has performed over many years
with Tsuyoshi Tsutsumi in his master class at the Kirishima
International Music Festival. Other music festivals she has
joined include the Affinis and the Schleswig-Holstein. CDs
recorded with cellist Tatjana Vassilieva and flutist Andras
Adorjan testify her artistry. She received the Fukuoka
Prefectural Cultural Award in 2013.
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This violin was named after the owner, Lord Newlands
(1890-1929), who treasured it throughout his life. While this
violin was in the care of W.E.Hill & Sons of London between
1964 and 1982, it was exhibited at the CINOA Exhibit of Bath
in 1973 as the most outstanding violin in the Hill Collection.
According to the world virtuoso violinist Isaac Stern (1920-2001)
who once played this violin, “Lord Newlands” has the same
power as his “del Gesu” violins.
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