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Makoto Kobayashi
Chairman, Nippon Music Foundation

Thank you very much for attending “Andrey Baranov Violin
Recital” this evening.

In 1994 commemorating the 20th anniversary, Nippon
Music Foundation launched the “Instrument Loan Project”
through which the Foundation has strived to make
international contributions. The Foundation now owns 18
Stradivarius and 2 Guarneri del Gesu, and loans them gratis
to internationally active musicians and young promising
musicians regardless of their nationalities. In 1997, the
Foundation slated the Stradivarius 1708 Violin “Huggins” to
the grand prize winners of the Queen Elisabeth International
Music Competition in Belgium. The “Huggins” has taken
prominent role in supporting international careers of the
past winners: Nikolaj Znaider (1997), Baiba Skride (2001),
Sergey Khachatryan (2005) and Ray Chen (2009).

Tonight, we present Andrey Baranov who won the
competition in 2012. He was awarded a three-year loan of
the “Huggins” and has performed with many renowned
orchestras throughout the world as a soloist. He is also
active as the first violinist of the David Oistrakh Quartet
founded in 2012. This will be his last performance on the
“Huggins” before the violin will be passed on to the next
winner this coming May.

The pianist, Eri Hayashi won the Best Accompanist Prize for
the Cello Section of the 8th International Tchaikovsky
Competition. She is highly trusted by many soloists and has
performed at the Foundation’s concerts including the most
recent recital held last December.

We would like to take this opportunity to express our
sincere gratitude to The Nippon Foundation for their
generous support to make our activities possible.
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Dmitri Shostakovich (1906-1975)
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“4 Preludes” from “24 Preludes” Op. 34 (1932-1933)
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No.10 in C-sharp minor, Moderato non troppo
$15% B-RH
No. 15 in D-flat major, Allegretto
$£168 ZO5AH
No. 16 in B-flat major, Andantino
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No. 24 in D minor, Allegretto
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Ludwig Van Beethoven (1770-1827)
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Violin Sonata No. 5 in F major, Op. 24 “Spring” (1801)
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Il. Adagio molto espressivo
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Pyotr llyich Tchaikovsky (1840-1893)
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“Méditation” in D minor
from “Souvenir d'un lieu cher” Op. 42 (1878)
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Pyotr llyich Tchaikovsky (1840-1893)
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Valse-Scherzo in C major, Op. 34 (1877)
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Henryk Wieniawski (1835-1880)

EEQGSHINOR—X E18&E —KH ER4
Polonaise brillante No. 1 in D major Op. 4 (1853)
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About Tonight’s Recital
Andrey Baranov

The program | would like to bring to your attention tonight
includes the compositions of different epochs, different
styles and genres, and the authors of the music are among
my favorite composers. Moreover, the names of
Shostakovich, Tchaikovsky and Wieniawski are somehow
connected with my native city - St. Petersburg.

The greatest composer of the 20th century, Shostakovich
was born, studied and worked here in St. Petersburg. The
music of Shostakovich has always impressed me even in
my childhood! | have always wanted to play his music! And
now | have all of his works composed for violin in my
repertoire: two concertos, one sonata, two trios, one piano
quintet and string quartets. Still, | will open the recital with
his “Four Preludes”, originally composed for piano as part



of the “24 preludes”. It was my very first acquaintance with
the music of this author.

Beethoven’s fifth sonata composed in 1801 will take us to
the epoch of the Viennese classicism. This piece, the most
cheerful and lyrical of all his sonatas for violin and piano, is
named “Spring Sonata”. | am particularly pleased to
perform it for you on this spring day!

Interestingly, Tchaikovsky - a great Russian composer of
the 19th century, and Wieniawski - a brilliant Polish violin
virtuoso, both lived in St. Petersburg during the same
period of time. When the first Russian conservatory was
founded in St. Petersburg in 1862, 22-year-old Tchaikovsky
entered this institution as a student while 27-year-old
Wieniawski became the first professor of violin.

Tchaikovsky’s pieces for violin have a special place in my
repertoire. | love them very much and have frequently
performed them over the last decade. “Méditation” forms a
part of the series of the three pieces entitled “Souvenir d'un
lieu cher” (Memories of a dear place). It was dedicated to
the city of Brailov in Little Russia where Tchaikovsky lived in
a house of his benefactress, Nadezhda Filaretovna von
Meck. Initially, this lyrical masterpiece was composed as
the second movement of the violin concerto, but later
Tchaikovsky composed a less dramatic and shorter
canzonetta for the concerto. This previously written piece
was then entitled “Méditation”. “Valse-Scherzo”, composed
a year earlier, is a brilliant romantic virtuoso piece that
completes my program together with another brilliant piece,
Wieniawski’s “Polonaise”.

| have been extremely fortunate that the victory in the 2012
Queen Elisabeth International Music Competition provided
such a unique opportunity to play the excellent Stradivarius
1708 Violin “Huggins” on loan from Nippon Music Foundation
for 3 years. The opportunity to play this top quality instrument
gave me a strong incentive to improve my sound palette, to
reach a new level in the quality and variety of sound — some
of the most important abilities for all violinists! The gorgeous
sound of this instrument will always remain in my heart.
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Andrey Baranov (violin)
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Winner of the 2012 Queen Elisabeth International Music
Competition in Belgium, Andrey Baranov was awarded the
use of the Stradivarius 1708 Violin “Huggins” on loan from
Nippon Music Foundation for three years. He was born in St.
Petersburg in 1986 into a family of musicians and began
playing the violin at five. He studied with Vladimir Ovcharek,
Pavel Popov and Pierre Amoyal, and attended the
Rimsky-Korsakov Conservatory in St. Petersburg and the
Conservatoire de Lausanne. He won the first prizes at the
Benjamin Britten and the Henri Marteau as well as humerous
prizes at more than 20 competitions such as the Indianapolis,
the Seoul, the Sendai, the David Oistrakh and the Paganini.
Since his debut in 2005 with Vasily Petrenko and the St.
Petersburg Philharmonic Orchestra, he has performed with
such leading orchestras as the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra,
the Luxembourg Philharmonic Orchestra, the Brussels
Philharmonic, the National Orchestra of Belgium and the
Stuttgart Radio Symphony Orchestra. Deeply committed to
chamber music, he is the first violinist of the David Oistrakh
Quartet, an outstanding ensemble established in 2012.
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Born in Tokyo, Eri Hayashi began studying the piano at the
age of four. She won a Diploma of Merit at the Junior
Division of the Eastern Japan Regional Competition of the
31st All-dapan Student Music Competition in 1977. After
graduating from the Toho Gakuen Music High School, she
studied at the Toho Gakuen School of Music, where she
was an accompanist of the string department for two years
after graduation. In 1986 she won the Best Accompanist
Prize for the Cello Section of the 8th International
Tchaikovsky Competition. From the same year, she has
served as an official accompanist of the Violin Section of
the International Music Competition in Japan. In 1991 she
studied with Walter Nothas in Munich. She is also active in
chamber music performing with many famous soloists such
as the cellist Steven Isserlis and the violinists Viviane
Hagner, Pavel Berman, and Tsugio Tokunaga, and has
made CD and NHK-FM radio recordings together with the
members of the NHK Symphony Orchestra. She is currently
a resident performer at the Toho Gakuen School of Music.
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The name of this violin is taken from the ownership by Sir
William Huggins (1824-1910), an English astronomer who
bought it from the Emperor of Austria via W.E.Hill & Sons
around 1880. In 1997, Nippon Music Foundation started to
loan this violin to the grand-prize winners of The Queen
Elisabeth International Music Competition in Belgium to
support the Competition and the young promising players.
The previous winners of the competition are Nikolaj Znaider,
Baiba Skride, Sergey Khachatryan, Ray Chen and Andrey
Baranov.
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