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Franz Schubert
(1797-1828)
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String Quartet No. 12 in C minor, D. 703 “Quartettsatz”
(1820)

I. Allegro
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Antonin Dvorak
(1841-1904)

XENE=M F13E +RHA ER106
String Quartet No. 13 in G major, Op. 106
(1895)

I. Allegro moderato
Il.  Adagio ma non troppo
Ill. Molto vivace
IV. Finale: Andante sostenuto-Allegro con fuoco
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Makoto Kobayashi
Chairman, Nippon Music Foundation

Thank you very much for attending the “Tokyo String Quartet
Concert”.

It has been 18 years since Nippon Music Foundation started
its “Instrument Loan Project” in 1994. The Foundation
has strived to increase Japan’s universal contributions
for classical music by purchasing top quality stringed
instruments, which are difficult for an individual to acquire,
to loan them gratis to musicians.

“Paganini Quartet” were the first instruments which the
Foundation acquired in 1994 from the Corcoran Gallery of
Arts in Washington, D.C. All instruments were once owned
by Niccold Paganini. The Gallery had been preserving the
quartet, which was donated from Anna E. Clark provided
that the quartet must not be dispersed and must be loaned
as a set to musicians. Succeeding Clark’s will, in 1995, the
Foundation started loaning the quartet to the world’s leading
quartet, the Tokyo String Quartet. We are pleased that they
has been enjoying playing the quartet for the last 16 years.

Today, the Foundation owns 18 Stradivarius and 2 Guarneri
del Gesu, and loans them gratis to young promising
musicians regardless of their nationalities. It is our great
pleasure to provide through concerts, opportunities for many
people to listen to the timbre of top stringed instruments.
The Foundation is fully committed to preserving and
maintaining these world’s cultural assets to the future
generations. The Foundation also organizes charity concerts
with the musicians playing the Foundation’s instruments.
Full proceeds are donated to the local organizations to be
used for projects to promote classical music etc.

We would like to take this opportunity to express our sincere
gratitude to The Nippon Foundation for their generous
support to make this concert possible.
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About Tonight’s Program

Kikuei Ikeda
2nd violinist, Tokyo String Quartet

This year marks the 42nd year since the Tokyo String Quartet
was founded. Among its repertoire, somehow, we have hardly
played any of Dvorak’s string quartets other than Op.96
“American” and Op.51. There was no particular reason, but
we simply missed the chance of trying other works as the time
passed. Recently, we have had the opportunities to listen to
Dvorak’s works very often and were deeply inspired by the
greatness of his late works, which strongly motivated us to
perform them. | was personally attracted before by the music of
nostalgia in Dvorak’s works. However, in his late works, | feel the
universal strength of Dvorak’s will exceeding the level of personal
feelings of nostalgia, in other words, his absolute confidence in
life and his way of life.

On the other hand, Schubert’s “Quartettsatz” is the piece | have
played with all the four successive first violinists* of this quartet.
Although our performances were all very different, | am pleased
that each performance had its own unique taste. “Quartettsatz”
is a short piece with only one movement, but Schubert did not
intend to complete it by adding more movements. Just like his
symphony “Die Unvollendete”, perhaps the level of perfection of
this piece was so high for Schubert that he could not continue
writing. That’s the element we very much like about this piece.
Recently, we made our third recording of “Quartettsatz” (released
from Harmonia Mundi in November 2011). No matter how
many recordings we make, we are deeply touched by the rich,
profoundness of this masterpiece.

* Koichiro Harada, founding member since 1969
Peter Oundijian, joined in 1981
Mikhail Kopelman, joined in 1996
Martin Beaver, current member, joined in 2002
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Tokyo String Quartet

Formed in 1969 at The Juilliard School, Tokyo String
Quartet traces its origins to the Toho School of Music in
Tokyo, where the founding members were inspired by Prof.
Hideo Saito. Soon after its formation, the quartet won the
First Prize at the Munich Competition, and started gaining
international acclaims. Though there have been some
member changes over the years, they are nevertheless
regarded as one of the supreme chamber ensembles of the
world and captivated the audiences internationally since it
was established forty years ago. They have been playing
with the current members since 2002. Deeply committed to
tutoring young string quartets, the members of the quartet
have served on the faculty of the Yale School of Music
as quartet-in-residence since 1976. They also teach and
perform at the prestigious Norfolk Chamber Music Festival
and conduct master classes in North America, Europe and
Asia throughout the year. They have released many CDs and
their recording of Beethoven’s “Late” Quartets, released in
2010 from Harmonia Mundi, was awarded “Diapason d’Or”
(France).

They have been performing on the “Paganini Quartet” on
loan from Nippon Music Foundation since 1995.

N—Ta4Y -E=Ddr— (E1TrAAYY)

AESTATP DRI ERTPAFYY [NHZ—Z]
2002 ELUBM. A>T 4 PHRUR BV U A —VERRT 7
AXDY - DVH—=)JVER NF— - TUPR— T LERS
IV H—)b 2 fi

Martin Beaver, first violinist

Stradivarius 1727 Violin “Paganini”

Joined the quartet in 2002. He was a top
prize-winner at the international violin
competitions in Indianapolis and Montreal,
and won the silver medal at the Queen
Elisabeth Competition in Belgium.
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Kikuei Ikeda, second violinist

Stradivarius 1680 Violin “Paganini”

Joined the quartet in 1974. He studied
with Dorothy DelLay and the Juilliard
String Quartet at The Juilliard. He was a
prize-winner of the Music Competition of
Japan and the Washington International
Competition for Strings etc.
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Kazuhide Isomura, violist

Stradivarius 1731 Viola “Paganini”

Now the only founding member of the
Quartet. He studied the violin, viola and
chamber music at The Juilliard. Prior to
joining The Juilliard, he was an assistant
concert master of the Nashville Symphony.
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Clive Greensmith, cellist

Stradivarius 1736 Cello “Paganini”

Joined the quartet in 1999. He has won
the second place in the inaugural “Premio
Stradivari” held in Cremona, ltaly. He was
the principal cellist of the Royal Philharmonic
Orchestra.

10



Photo by S. Yokoyama

AST4GPIOR [NAZ—=Z D0l Fv ]
Stradivarius “Paganini Quartet”

1680 &L J»4 AU [JNHZ—=] 1680 Violin "Paganini"
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This is one of the only six sets of quartet compiled with
Stradivari’s instruments known to exist today. All the instruments
of this particular quartet were once owned by the Italian virtuoso
violinist and composer, Niccolo Paganini (1782-1840). Nippon
Music Foundation acquired this quartet from the Corcoran
Gallery of Arts in Washington, D.C. in 1994 and loans them as a
set.
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Kazuhide Isomura and Kikuei Ikeda to retire from
the Tokyo String Quartet in 2013

In November 2011, the Tokyo String Quartet announced that
violist Kazuhide Isomura, one remaining original member, and
second violinist Kikuei lkeda, who joined the quartet in 1974, will
retire from the quartet in June 2013. Beaver and Greensmith are
in the process of selecting the new violinist and violist, which will
be announced in spring 2012. Both Isomura and Ikeda plan to
continue performing and teaching chamber music after stepping
down from the quartet.

Isomura: “As a founding member of the ensemble, | have
performed with the Tokyo String Quartet for more than 40
years. It has been fascinating, intense and very satisfying years.
Assembling a quartet and playing in it had always been my
dream, and | thought | would continue to perform this wonderful
repertoire for the rest of my life. However, from quite recently, |
began to realize that | could not do this forever. Frequent travel
has become one of the more difficult aspects of our work. After
retiring from the quartet, | look forward to a freer lifestyle, but
| will continue to teach chamber music and viola with much
passion, as well as to perform in a select number of concerts.
| have faith that Martin Beaver, Clive Greensmith and the new
members of the Tokyo String Quartet will be very successful and
continue to perform great chamber music together.”

Ikeda: “l would like to thank my colleagues and our audiences
for their wonderful support over the past 37 years. | have always
loved chamber music and | will continue to teach and perform
through the next phase of my career.”

Beaver/Greensmith: “We are immensely proud of our colleagues
Kazuhide Isomura and Kikuei Ikeda and feel grateful for their
long standing passion, vision and commitment to the Tokyo
String Quartet. Our lives have been made all the richer and
immeasurably enhanced by their tireless devotion. Their
collegiality, professionalism and love of music will be sorely
missed. We feel not only a great sense of duty but also
tremendous excitement and anticipation as we continue our
quest to convey the greatness of the quartet literature with
renewed vigor and passion.”
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