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Makoto Kobayashi
Chairman, Nippon Music Foundation

Thank you very much for attending the “Lisa Batiashvili Violin
Recital”.

It has been 17 years since Nippon Music Foundation started its
“Instrument Loan Project”, one of the Foundation’s main pillars
of activities. As you may already know, the Foundation put the
Stradivarius 1721 Violin “Lady Blunt” from its collection up for
sale in an auction in June 2011, setting a world record price.
The entire proceeds from the sale were donated to The Nippon
Foundation’s “Northeastern Japan Earthquake and Tsunami
Relief Fund”. The Foundation now owns 18 Stradivarius and 2
Guarneri del Gesu, and as a custodian of these world cultural
assets, maintains them for future generations and loans them
gratis to internationally active musicians regardless of their
nationalities.

Tonight we would like to present the recital by Ms. Lisa
Batiashvili, who has been playing the Stradivarius 1709 Violin
“Engleman” on loan from the Foundation. Ms. Batiashvili
is a favorite student of Professor Ana Chumachenco, the
most highly acclaimed teacher in the field of violin education
and the Foundation’s Instrument Loan Committee member.
Ms. Batiashvili has been establishing an exceptional career
performing with the world’s top orchestras and conductors,
making her active in the forefront of her generation. She often
performs in her home country Georgia invited by the President.
Tonight will be her third recital in Japan presented by the
Foundation since 2004 and 2006.

The pianist Ms. Yumiko Urabe performs regularly with Professor
Chumachenco and Ms. Batiashvili. We are grateful that Ms.
Urabe often joins the Foundation’s charity concerts in Japan and
abroad. Aside from giving concerts, she also works with young
talents at the University of Music and Performing Arts Munich.

We would like to take this opportunity to express our sincere
gratitude to The Nippon Foundation for their generous support to
make this recital possible.
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“F. A. E. Sonata” was composed in Dusseldorf in October 1853.
Written by three composers— the first movement by Albert
Dietrich, Robert Schumann’s student, the third by Brahms,
and the second and the fourth by Schumann, this sonata was
dedicated to their mutual friend, violinist Joseph Joachim.
The musical notes F-A-E, echoing Joachim’s motto, “Frei
aber einsam (free but lonely)”, are used prominently in all four
movements. Upon completion, they challenged Joachim to
guess the composers of each movement, which Joachim
identified without hesitation.

It was one month before the completion of “F. A. E. Sonata” that
Brahms first met Schumann. This Scherzo became an important
proof to Schuman that he had met a genius. Immediately after
the premiere, Schumann highly acknowledged Brahms in his
article for the widely read journal he edited. From that day
forward, Brahms’ name spread to the world.
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French composer Camille Saint-Saéns laid the foundation of
the French modern music. He was a child prodigy who played
the piano at 2, wrote his first piano piece at 3, and performed all
Beethoven’s 32 piano sonatas from memory at 10. Not only was
he a great pianist and organist, but he also showed his talent in
poetry, archaeology, astronomy, mathematic and art. In 1871,
Saint-Saéns established the Société Nationale de Musique to
promote music by French composers who had little chance
to present their works in France. Such composers as Ravel,
Debussy, Faure, and Saint-Saéns himself premiered many of their
works through this Society.

Composed in 1885, this sonata was highly acclaimed when
premiered in the same year. The first two and the last two
movements are played without a pause in between. This resulted
in a difference of view that the sonata consists of “two parts”
or “four movements”. It is said that French novelist Marcel
Proust was inspired by this sonata and used it as a rough model
for the fictional sonata written by the musician Vinteuil in his
masterpiece novel “A la recherche du Temps perdu” (In Search of
Lost Time).
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Sergei Rachmaninoff is a composer and pianist representing the
Romanticism in Russia.

“Vocalise” was composed in 1912 as the last song of a set
of The Fourteen Songs Op. 34. These fourteen songs reflect
Rachmaninoff’s tranquility and optimism at the time of composition
when he was in the most successful and rewarding period of his
life. He was in demand as a musician, and his family life was
happy. Dedicated to Antonina Neshdanova, a soprano singer,
“Vocalise” has a beautiful melody line and quickly became the
most successful piece among the fourteen songs. While the first
thirteen songs were set to poems written by Russian romantic
poets such as Pushkin, Polonsky, Korinfsky and Shaginyan,
“Vocalise” contains no words but is sung using any one vowel
of the singer’s choice. In 1915, Rachmaninoff revised “Vocalise”
and made several arrangements including duo for violin and
piano, solo piano and orchestra, all of which have become widely
performed.
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Claude Debussy is a French composer representing the
impressionistic music.

Debussy wrote Beau Soir (Beautiful Evening) in 1880 when he
was still young. It was originally a vocal piece composed for
a poem by Paul Bourget, a French poet who lived in the same
period as Debussy. In this piece, Debussy depicted Bourget’s
wish “to be happy and enjoy life on a gorgeous evening, even
though death is inevitable”. It was later arranged into various
versions including duo for violin and piano.
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Waltz “La plus que lente” was composed in 1910 by the
commission of the Société Nationale de Musique to commemorate
the centenary of Haydn’s death in 1909. It is said that Debussy
was inspired by the gypsy music he heard at the New Carlton
Hotel in Paris and spent the entire summer writing this waltz for
piano. It was later arranged for other instruments including the
one for violin and piano, of which arrangement by Heifetz has
become the most famous.



Uy - NF4P¥adal)
Lisa Batiashvili (violin)

©MatHennek

TPAX)ZRALDODREEPZRAFDEDT., JILIPICEEN
Do TAVNVEBREXRZOFPSF - FaxFrId NYINVOB
BRXEZON—D - UIRFRF—CBIB T D, 1995 F, INUD
REEIVO—=)U NI VF) ICTREDEZREDSEEBESL.
NFETICTHER—ROA—4 X 5O Y - Y=, H—-
PYAEY TR R—EV XA—AREDEBZRIEBEEHEBL
HRZESIIFEL TV D, ¥ERIDDHE BBC Radio 3 (D%ﬁn_
BREREKNTOISLDTP—T 4Rk, 2007 E, VZ—-57F
YAWHBYY—=RSNIZINY DR ED) Y RN—=TDHmELSD
COFFRAY - IO—-H3Yvo - PO—FaRE, 2010 &,
HRTRERVERZEDRAY - I5FE TV EFERWAZ G
Ao BETZ TV RAEE. 2001 £&Y, BABEHMBREDR +
ST OPUDRINNQER TP A [TVOIUXYV] %fE
BLTW3,

Born in Georgia to a violinist father and a pianist mother, Lisa
Batiashvili studied with Ana Chumachenco at the University
of Music and Performing Arts Munich and with Mark Lubotski
at the Hamburg University of Music and Theatre. The winner
of the 2nd prize at the 1995 Sibelius Competition in Helsinki
as the youngest ever competitor, she has since then been
establishing an exceptional career performing with the world’s
finest orchestras and renowned conductors such as Lorin
Maazel, Sir Simon Rattle and Zubin Mehta. She is a graduate of
BBC Radio 3’s “New Generation Artists”. The CD of Sibelius and
Lindberg’s concertos released from Sony Classical in 2007 won
the ECHO Kilassik Award. In 2010, she has signed an exclusive
recording agreement with prestigious Deutsche Grammophon.
Currently she resides in France. She has been performing on the
Stradivarius 1709 Violin “Engleman” on loan from Nippon Music
Foundation since 2001.
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Yumiko Urabe studied with Toshiko Katsutani and Hiroshi Tamura
at the Tokyo University of the Arts and with Klaus Schilde at
the University of Music and Performing Arts Munich. She is a
laureate of competitions such as Citta di Marsala (Italy), José
Iturbi (Spain), GPA Dublin (Ireland) and Hindemith (Germany).
She has been a korrepetitor of instrumental classes at the
University of Music and Performing Arts Munich since 1988 and
became a professor in 2006. As a chamber musician, she has
performed with Ana Chumachenco and Lisa Batiashvili among
others. She has been an official accompanist of the ARD Music
Competition, the Leopold Mozart International Violin Competition
and the Kronberg Academy. She has performed over many
years with Tsuyoshi Tsutsumi in his master class at the Kirishima
International Music Festival. Other music festivals she has joined
include the Affinis and the Schleswig-Holstein. CDs recorded
with cellist Tatjana Vassilieva and flutist Andras Adorjan testify
her artistry.
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This violin was once owned by the family of a naval officer
Commander Young until his death in the World War Il. The
Young family had retained possession of the violin for almost
150 years, which is reflected in its superior condition. Nippon
Music Foundation acquired this violin from an American amateur
violinist and collector Ephraim Engleman, hence the name
“Engleman”.
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