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Makoto Kobayashi
Chairman, Nippon Music Foundation

Thank you very much for attending the “Arabella Miho
Steinbacher Violin Recital”.

It is over 16 years since Nippon Music Foundation
started the “Acquisition and Loan of Stringed Instruments”
project, one of the Foundation’s main pillars of activities.
The Foundation has now come to own 19 Stradivarius
and 2 Guarneri del Gesu, and as a custodian of the world
cultural assets, maintains these precious instruments for
future generations and loans them gratis to young promising
musicians regardless of their nationalities.

The violinist Arabella and the pianist Ms. Urabe
both reside in Munich. At the age of 9, Arabella became the
youngest student of Prof. Ana Chumachenco, the most highly
evaluated teacher in the field of violin education. Since she
won the Joseph Joachim Violin Competition in Hanover in
2000, she has been performing with the world’s distinguished
orchestras and conductors, making her active in the forefront
of her generation.

The last time our Foundation presented Arabella’s
recital at this same Hamarikyu Asahi Hall in May 2006, she
was playing the Stradivarius 1736 Violin “Muntz”. Today, we
would like you to enjoy the timbre of her current instrument, the
Stradivarius 1716 Violin “Booth”.

Aside from giving concerts worldwide, the pianist
Ms. Urabe brings young talents to the world of music as
the Professor of the University of Music and Performing Arts
Munich.

We would like to take this opportunity to express our
sincere gratitude to The Nippon Foundation for their generous
support to make this concert possible.
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Ludwig Van Beethoven (1770-1827)
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Violin Sonata No. 8 in G major, Op. 30-3
(1803)

I Allegro Assai
Il Tempo Di Minuetto
Il Allegro Vivace
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For three generations, Beethoven’s family served as court
musicians for the Elector of Cologne in Bonn. Young
Beethoven dedicated himself to music except primary
education. When he was selected as a substitute court
organist at 11, he was praised as comparable to the child
prodigy Mozart. In 1787, he became Mozart’s pupil in Vienna
but was forced to return home to support his sick mother
and the household. In 1792, he visited Vienna again to study
with Haydn but their relationship did not work well. Few
years later, he would suffer from hearing difficulties but his
accumulated pain added the unique taste to the formality of
the Viennese classics. This Violin Sonata No. 8 carries the
brilliant atmosphere of the chamber music and “from darkness
to brightness” development which later became the standard
of Romanticism.
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Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)
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“Chaconne” from Partita No. 2 in D minor
for solo violin, BWV1004
(1720)
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Composed in 1720, J. S. Bach’s Sonatas and Partitas for
solo violin BWV 1001-1006, the 6-piece suite consisting of 3
sonatas and 3 partitas, is considered as the all-time classics
of solo violin repertoires. 35-year-old Bach served as the
music director of the court of Cdthen, dedicating concertos
and chamber music to the Prince Leopold who loved music.
In his personal life, Bach suffered his wife’s sudden death
while travelling with the Prince. “Partita” is a suite for solo
instrument composed during the 17th and 18th century, which
incorporated the element of dance music. “Chaconne”, the
last piece of Partita No. 2, is known for its highly demanding
technique and expression, making it challenging for the
violinist.
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Ludwig Van Beethoven (1770-1827)
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Violin Sonata No. 5 in F major, Op. 24 “Spring”
(1801)

I Allegro

Il Adagio Molto Espressivo
lll Scherzo

IV Rondo
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Beethoven composed 10 violin sonatas in his life and they are
often called “Sonata for Piano and Violin” because he loved the
piano and valued it. No. 5 “Spring” is highly recognized along
with No. 9 “Kreutzer” and they are both cherished by their
nicknames. At the time “Spring” was composed in late 1800,
Beethoven was having a peaceful life in the suburb of Vienna,
as it is expressed in the bright concept of “Spring” filled with
happiness. As his hearing ability deteriorated in the following
year, he contemplated committing suicide out of deep despair.
However, by writing the famous “Heiligenstadt Testament”, he
confronted his agony and regained his will to live, enabling him
to complete the masterpiece “Kreutzer” in 1803.
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Stradivarius 1716 Violin “Booth”
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The name “Booth” comes from Mrs. Booth, an English
lady. She purchased the violin about 1855 to form a quartet
of Stradivari instruments for her two sons who showed
considerable talent when young. In 1931, the violin passed
into the hands of Mischa Mischakoff (1896-1981), a celebrated
American violinist, and in 1961, the violin became a part of the
Hottinger Collection in New York. The violin enjoys a very good
reputation for excellent quality of tone and power and good
state of preservation. The Foundation acquired this violin in
1999.
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Arabella Miho Steinbacher (violin)

Born to a German father and a Japanese mother in Munich,
Arabella Miho Steinbacher began taking violin lessons at the
age of 3. She went on to study with Ana Chumachenco,
now Professor of the University of Music and Performing Arts
Munich, becoming her youngest student at the age of 9.
Further musical inspiration and guidance were provided by the
violinist Ivry Gitlis in Paris.

She was the winner of the 2000 Joseph Joachim Violin
Competition in Hanover. In 2001, she was given a scholarship
by the Anne-Sophie Mutter Foundation.

As a soloist, she has performed with distinguished conductors
such as Sir Colin Davis, Vladimir Fedoseyeyv, Valery Gergiev, Sir
Neville Marriner, Riccardo Muti and Seiji Ozawa.

She has an exclusive contract with Orfeo International label. In
2007, she received the Germany’s prestigious ECHO Klassik
Award for Young Artist of the Year for her album "Violino
Latino". Her most recent CD released in 2009 is a recording
of violin concertos by Beethoven and Berg with the WDR
Symphony Orchestra Cologne and the conductor Andris
Nelsons.

Arabella Miho Steinbacher performs on the Stradivarius 1716
Violin “Booth” on loan from Nippon Music Foundation.
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Yumiko Urabe (piano)

Yumiko Urabe was born in Fukuoka and studied with Toshiko
Katsutani and Hiroshi Tamura at the Tokyo National University
of Fine Arts and Music.

In 1984 she moved to Europe and continued her studies at
the University of Music and Performing Arts Munich with Klaus
Schilde. She was a laureate of various international piano
competitions such as Citta di Marsala in Italy, José Iturbi in
Spain, GPA Dublin in Ireland and the Hindemith in Germany.

Since 1988 she has been teaching at the University of Music
and Performing Arts Munich and became an Honorary
Professor in 2006. As a committed chamber musician, she has
performed with such famous soloists as Ana Chumachenco
and Lisa Batiashvili. She has also appeared at various
major music festivals including the Affinis Music Festival
and the Schleswig-Holstein Music Festival. As for Kirishima
International Music Festival, she has been the longtime
accompanist of the master class of the prestigious cellist,
Tsuyoshi Tsutsumi. She has also been an official accompanist
of the ARD Music Competition in Munich, the Leopold Mozart
International Violin Competition and the Kronberg Academy.

She has released numerous recordings with such artists as

cellist Tatjana Vassilieva (Naxos) and flutist Andras Adorjan
(Traversieres).
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