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Makoto Kobayashi
Chairman, Nippon Music Foundation

Thank you very much for attending the “Erik Schumann Violin
Recital”.

It is over 15 years since Nippon Music Foundation started the
“Acquisition and Loan of Stringed Instruments” project, one of the
Foundation’s main pillars of activities. The Foundation has now come
to own 19 Stradivarius and 2 Guarneri del Gesu, and as a custodian
of the world cultural assets, maintains these precious instruments
for future generations and loans them gratis to young promising
musicians regardless of their nationalities.

Tonight we present the Violin Recital by Mr. Erik Schumann, who
plays the Stradivarius 1722 violin “Jupiter”. He grew up with his
musically talented family members and has won many competitions
since a very early age. As a soloist, he has performed with prominent
orchestras and also has been invited to “Seiji Ozawa Ongaku-juku” as
a concertmaster.

The pianist Ms. Yumiko Urabe continues to build her international
career, while bringing young talents to the world of music at the
University of Music and Performing Arts Munich.

The program today featuring the Romantic music was put together by
Mr. Schumann with the intention to introduce the different characters
of each composer. He also collaborated in writing the program notes.

We would like to take this opportunity to express our sincere gratitude
to The Nippon Foundation for their generous support to make this
concert possible.



PROGRAM NOTES
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Robert Alexander Schumann
(1810-1856)

arranged by Fritz Kreisler
(1875-1962)
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Fantasy in C major, Op. 131
(1853)
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Schumann is one of the representative composers of the 19th century
Romantic period. This piece was originally written in 1853 for solo
violin and orchestra by the request of Joseph Joachim, who premiered
it in Dusseldorf under the baton of the composer himself. The
piece is filled with passion, sadness and joy followed by heroic and
triumphant ending. This became the last concert for Schumann as he
was seriously ill. This sonata version for violin and piano was edited
later by Fritz Kreisler, the great Viennese violinist and a master of
transcription. As a result, violin part is more eloquent, the harmony
with piano even more beautiful, and is ideal to bring out the potential
of “Jupiter”.
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Johannes Brahms
(1833-1897)
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Violin Sonata No. 3 in D minor, Op. 108
(1878-1887)

I Allegro

II Adagio

III Un poco presto con sentimento
IV Presto agitato
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German composer and pianist, Johannes Brahms is one of the leading
musicians of the Romantic period. His music was firmly rooted in the
traditions of the Classical masters, but was also innovative. In early
years, he was labeled as old-fashioned by the “New German School”
represented by Liszt and Wagner. Brahms mainly collaborated with
his close friends, Joseph Joachim and Robert Schumann’s wife Clara.
Whereas the Romantic composers narrated human feelings or specific
scene in music, Brahms composed this sonata with 4 movements
based on the classical symphonic form to find the divinity of music
itself. This Brahms’ attitude led to the Neoclassicism which came
later.
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Henryk Wieniawski
(1835-1880)
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Polonaise de Concert No. 1 in D major, Op. 4
(1853)
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Henryk Wieniawski was born in Lublin in Poland under the Russian
rule. He composed mainly to play himself and his works were
technically demanding. He used to be compared to Chopin, another
master of the Romantic music of Polish origin. This festive dance
piece typical of Poland with a big piano solo, reminds Chopin’s
Polonaise. It was dedicated to his friend and violinist Karol Lipinski,
who performed on his Stradivarius 1715 violin, now referred to
as “ex-Lipinski” and now played by the current concertmaster of
Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra. The International Wieniawski-
Lipinski Violin Competition held in Lublin was named after these two
great violinists.
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Antonio Stradivarius 1722 Violin “Jupiter”
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This violin has been in caring hands who appreciated its quality, and
therefore it is a well-preserved example of Stradivari’s work. It is
believed that a great English collector James Goding named the violin
“Jupiter” in the early 1800s. For a period of time, this instrument was
performed by the world acclaimed Japanese violinist Midori Goto

(1971-).



IY9 Y e a—=V (¥74FY )

Photo : Marco Borggreve

19824F, IV VIZTRA VY ADORXE HAADFOBIZAE T .
GRTT7 AT 2305, IV EVERRETENN—L -
7a kg,

HRGHZIHBOTEI R, I—ay oLl oarr—
TEBZioTWh, 2 TERNAY - Va7 -avr—)
W THEWR. 199748457 Y 4 =% 7 A F - J ¥V A FHEEa
V7 — AT 20024E T — 1 v 2S2EMTMHI A S T — 1 v %
FEME 2 ZH, 20044E121X. FAYDY 2 LAY 4L - KLY
24 VEHEBERICTEF L FHERIEONL L F—F - N
—VAZA VEEZE LI

INETIZTIA TV 4 - 7 v by A, AT
LB, F2—1) v b= NVUEREN, ) &R
HRE—RDOF—r A NTEIHL TV D, IRIEED 7Y AT
I Yz UyNINTIY - rOFREESLTFMLTBY, vV
JAMELTHE, i3 M, 20084FEICITRE T, =y ¥
UNYNHBOET X LT AT EET DTt
B4 Z Vw72

20084E, Avi Music label (K4 ) XY Faarz1 7077
LX) FFZ KL 72T E2—CD%EY Y —Z,

HAGEBWHDLOBRGENTWDEANT T4 7)o A17224F
Berr A F) Y [Yaby—| #HLTVS,



Erik Schumann (violin)

Born to a German father and a Japanese mother in Cologne in 1982,
Erik Schumann began studying violin at the age of four and went on
to study with Zakhar Bron at the Cologne Conservatory.

Since the beginning of his career, he has received awards in many
competitions in Europe such as the first prizes at the German National
Competition at the age of 12 and at the 7th International Wieniawski-
Lipinski Violin Competition in 1997, and the “Prix Européen d’
Encouragement” in Strasburg, France in 2002. In 2004 he won the
Leonard Bernstein Award at the Schleswig-Holstein Music Festival in
Germany.

He has performed with the renowned orchestras including the Leipzig
Gewandhaus Orchestra, the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, the
Tonhalle Orchestra Zurich and the Orchestre de Paris. Conductor
Christoph Eschenbach, his great mentor, has not only invited him to
play as a soloist, but also accompanied him on piano at the recital held
in Tokyo in 2008.

In the same year 2008, his debut CD of Prokofiev’s sonatas has been
released from Avi Music label (Germany).

Erik Schumann performs on the Stradivarius 1722 violin “Jupiter” on
loan from Nippon Music Foundation.
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Yumiko Urabe (piano)

Yumiko Urabe was born in Fukuoka and studied with Toshiko
Katsutani and Hiroshi Tamura at the Tokyo National University of
Fine Arts and Music.

In 1984 she moved to Europe and continued her studies at the
University of Music and Performing Arts Munich with Klaus Schilde.
She was laureate of various international piano competitions such as
Citta di Marsala in Italy, José Iturbi in Spain, GPA Dublin in Ireland
and the Hindemith in Germany.

Since 1988 she has been teaching at the University of Music and
Performing Arts Munich and became an Honorary Professor in
2006. As a committed chamber musician, she has performed with
such famous soloists as Ana Chumachenco, Lisa Batiashvili and
Tsuyoshi Tsutsumi. She has been an official accompanist of the ARD
Music Competition in Munich and the Leopold Mozart International
Violin Competition in Augsburg. She has also appeared at various
major music festivals including the Affinis Music Festival and the
Schleswig-Holstein Music Festival.

Numerous recordings for European radio stations with such artists

as cellist Tatjana Vassilieva (Naxos) and flutist Andras Adorjan
(Traversiéres) testify her artistry.
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